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This Special Report presents some details regarding a trip to Europe in the Summer of 
2005 made by the Babins (Barry and Laurie, Professors of Marketing) to attend two 
consecutive conferences, one in France and the other in Germany.  Barry Babin filed a 
Permission to Travel Form in February of 2005 (see below) regarding this trip.  
 

 
 
Barry Babin’s permission form described the names and locations of the two conferences 
he wished to attend, as shown below: 
 

 
 
Barry Babin’s permission form also notes that the 2005 AMS World Marketing Congress 
was to be held in Meunster, Germany, while the 2005 AMS International Retailing 
Conference was to be held in Reims, France.  The insert below indicates the dates of the 
two conferences: 
 

 
 
The first conference, in Germany, was to be held on July 1-2, 2005, while the second was 
to fall on July 6-9, 2005, in France.  The “Purpose” of Barry Babin’s trip contains some 
priceless information, as shown below: 
 

 
 
The exhibit above indicates that Barry Babin planned to “Lecture” and “oversee [the] 
meeting” and “network” and “make presentations at local universities.”  Babin’s listing 
of “network” is truly priceless/classic, while some of the other “purposes” raise a number 
of questions (e.g., “make presentations at local universities,” etc.).   



 
Next, we turn to the information contained on Barry Babin’s Employee Travel Voucher.  
The top portion of that form is presented below: 
 

 
 
The lodging/meals costs are presented in the table below: 
 

 
 
As the table above indicates, these totaled more than $750.  Next, we turn to the travel 
expenses associated with Barry Babin’s personal vehicle (see below). 
 

 
 
As the exhibit above points out, the Babins’ trip to Baton Rouge consumed more than 
$120 in CoB travel funds.  The next exhibit indicates that Barry Babin was able to obtain 
funding from external sources for the flight to Germany, as he indicated he might on his 
permission form above. 
 

 
 



The table below shows that the AMS World Marketing Congress registration fee was 
$275. 
 

 
 
The total cost of Barry Babin’s trip to Europe was $1,159, as shown below: 
 

 
 

Barry Babin was reimbursed all of this amount, and from three pots of money, as shown 
below: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Laurie Babin filed the following Employee Travel Voucher for this same trip: 
 



 
 
Laurie Babin’s voucher shows travel by public carrier from Baton Rouge to Paris on 29 
June 2005, and again from Muenster to Baton Rouge on 10 July 2005.  This information 
is shown in the exhibit below: 
 

 
 
The airfare totals more than $1,600 (see above).  Laurie Babin’s voucher included 
registration fees for both conferences, totaling more than $685 (see below). 
 

 
 
The total expenses on Laurie Babin’s voucher fall just shy of $3,000, though she was 
reimbursed $725 of that amount, and from a single money pot (see below). 
 

 



 
 

 
 
This trip cost the CoB $1,884.  The insert below shows how many signatures are required 
to make a trip of this sort happen: 
 

 
 
At $1,884 ÷ 2 = $942 each, this trip should have exhausted the Babins’ combined travel 
allowances for the 2005-2006 academic year. 
 
Given some of the missing details, and the distance between Muenster and Reims (325 
miles; mapquest), we will likely revisit this report in the near future as more paperwork is 
processed by our investigators. 


